2008-2009 South Holt

JAZZ BAND SYLLABUS

Class: High School Jazz Band 

Period: 8th Period

Teacher: Rhonda Applegate

Phone: 660-446-3454 or © 816-244-5377

Class description: Performance ensemble open to those in 9-12 grade who wish to enrich 
their experience of instrumental music, develop music skills in chosen instru-ment(s), understand jazz forms and history to current times and society 
through study and performance of music and composers, develop leadership and 
team work skills.     

Materials Needed: Instrument(s) in good working condition (rental, owned, or borrowed), 
1-One subject Spiral notebook, 2 pencils with erasers, 2 Pens, 2 tissues boxes, reeds, oils, greases, and straps as needed for chosen instrument(s). 

Optional Materials: IPOD or MP3, Electronic Tuner.

CLASS AND ACTIVITY RULES

1. Have all music and instruments at your seat and ready 3 minutes after the bell rings.
2. Respect all people, instruments, equipment, and furnishings in the band classroom.

3. No gum.  Throw it in trash can at the door.

4. Follow directions the first time they are given. 

5. Observe rules of S. Holt Student Handbook.

IF YOU CHOOSE TO BREAK A RULE

First Offence: 
  Name on board. Warning will given.

Second Offence:   One Check. 30 minute detention assigned after school.

Third Offense:      Sent to alternate setting.  Parents called.  “My Action Plan” 



 will completed and followed.  

SEVERE DISRUPTION:    Student sent immediately to office.

**Name and checks erased every Thursday afternoon.

REWARDS

Praise (daily), Positive notes/Calls home (random), Special Class Activity (random),

The Joy of Learning (each and every day),

The Joy of Making Music (each and every day of the school year)

GRADING

Your grade will consist of in class effort and participation, playing tests, performances projects, journals, listening critiques, and theory assignments. 



30%  Daily Effort and Participation





Practice time, part tests, posture, attitude, effort, leadership. 



30 % Written work





Theory, journals, critiques, compositions. 

40%  Performance Events





Any and all performances

CONCERT ATTIRE
Girls: Black Dress Pants/ Black Long Skirt/ Long Black Dress and White Blouse, Black dress shoes, 
conservative jewelry.

Boys: Black Dress Pants, White Dress Shirt, Black Dress Shoes, conservative jewelry.

ALL: Please wear deodorant, but no perfume, colognes, or after shaves.

CONCERT ETTIQUETTE

1. Show up at 15 BEFORE time given arrive.

2. Be in appropriate concert attire:  

3. Make sure all music is in folder.

4. Warm up individually and with band in room.  

5. Enter performance venue quietly.  

6. Sit/stand  in assigned seat/spot in performance area, warm up/tune as needed. 

7. Sit/stand quietly when director enters.

8. One final tuning with director.

9. Perform pieces without any talking during or between pieces.

10. If observing another ensemble, DO NOT TALK during the performance. 

Band Room Procedures

Entering Classroom

1. Use a p-mp voice.  

2. Collect folder, note book, and pencil.

3. Get and assemble instrument.  Keep case on shelf or stage.

4. Sit in assigned seat placing folder on stand. 

5. Complete Bell Work in notebook.

6. Warm up instrument in seat until teacher gives other direction. 

When Tardy
1. Enter classroom without talking.

2. Put pass in basket on stereo cabinet.

3. Quietly collect folder, notebook, and pencil.

4. Quietly assemble instrument, place folder on stand, and sit in assigned seat.

5. Write down Bell Work assignment in notebook, complete later.

6.  Join in the rehearsal.   

When You Are Absent

***Zero (“0”) points are given when you are absent,

 Therefore your grade will suffer if you have too many.***

1. During Bell Work time quietly ask person responsible for Absence Homework (check board) to fill you in on work missed.     

2. Rehearsal time points (5) can be made up IF you practice the sections we did as a class at home with a parent’s signature documenting the times you practiced and what you practiced.   

3. Rehearsal sometimes incorporates marching.  Marching practice can be made up after school with the teacher if you make arrangements.

4. Follow Student handbook for Absence Procedures concerning deadlines on assignments, etc. 

When You Miss A Performance

1. Schedule around our performances. 

2.  Performances are only excused if I have knowledge of your serious illness or a death in the family.   A serious illness is not a cold or headache.  If you know we have a concert coming, please take care of yourself to minimize the chance of physical illness on the day of the performance.   

3. Even though there is no real “make up assignment” that can possibly take the place of a performance with your band, see me about a possible make-up assignment if you are excused from the concert. This is your responsibility. It is be a “0” in the grade book until you make it up. 

Leaving Room During Class

1. Raise hand during “break in rehearsal” to ask permission to leave.

2. Quietly take pass from hook by Mrs. Applegate’s Office.

3. Re-enter quietly.

4. Place pass back on hook by Mrs. Applegate’s Office.

5. Join in on rehearsal in progress.

Indicate Whether You Understand

1. Answer yes/no or nod/shake head.  

2. Occasionally I will be creative with my directions.  Follow direction given for acknowledgement at the time.

Attention Request

1. Teacher will be behind music stand.

2. Ensemble will cease all activities, eye contact with director.

3. Listen intently.  Follow Listening and Responding Procedures.

Leaving Room at the End of Class

** Follow this procedure when the teacher says the rehearsal is over,

which may or may not coincide with the bell.**

1. Dry out instrument.

2. Put all instruments and sticks/mallets in cases and place back on shelves/drawers or take with you to practice at home.

3. Put folder way in crates.

4. Straighten chairs and stands in your section.

5. Leave the room when teacher says goodbye or dismisses you at or after the bell.   Only leave when the teacher dismisses you.

6. Enter the hall walking using a p-mf voice.

Asking a Question/Need Clarification from the Teacher

1. Quietly raise hand when not playing. 

2. Wait patiently for teacher to call on you.

3. Ask question as clearly and concisely as possibly until you get an answer that helps you.  

When Listening and Responding

1. Look at the teacher/person speaking.

2. Respectfully focus on what the teacher/person is saying while they are speaking.

3. Respectfully answer or respond by raising hand, being called upon, and using a p-mf voice.

When You Need Paper and Pencil

1. Get a piece of paper from the paper bin.

2. Get a pencil from the pencil can on the bench.

When to Sharpen Pencils 

     **Only one person at a time.**

1. Beginning or end of class or at home.  

2. During transitions from full rehearsal to sectionals.

Keeping Your Notebook

1. Put your name, class name, and year on the FRONT CENTER of your notebook. 

ex:Dizzy Gillespie

         
        HS Band


                  2008-2009

2. Keep up with the daily Bell Work, as too not get behind and feel overloaded.  

3. Rewrite (copy) assignment or question from the board to the first lines of each page.  

4. Put the date on the RIGHT HAND CORNER of each page for each days Bell Work.

5. Use a new page for each day.  You may use more than one page per day if needed. 

6. Write words and notes neatly.  If the teacher cannot decipher your work, you cannot earn the grade you deserve.

Turning In Notebooks

1. Turn in notebooks every Friday. 

2. Put in appropriate bin with class name label.

3. Notebooks will be in folders on Monday.

When You Need Help or Conference

1. Tell the teacher before or after class that you need to talk.  We can set up a time if it will take longer than 5-10 minutes.  

2. Sign up on the after school lesson board to work after school.

3. If you need a conference with a parent have them call me after school or during my plan time to set up a conference time.  

4. Feel can always call me on my cell phone @ 816-244-5377 before or after school 

hours.  

Care and Maintenance of the School Equipment

1. Treat it as if it is your own.

2. Clean, wipe down, polish as needed.  

3. If you are borrowing a school instrument you are responsible any repairs needed, mouthpieces, reeds, sticks etc. 

Care and Maintenance of Your Instrument

1. If you need your instrument repaired or chemically cleaned there are 3 options.  You are financially responsible for the repairs and maintenance fees if applicable.

Send to : 

Smith’s Repair in St. Joseph.  He is very good and 1/2 the cost Reiman’s 

but no loaner is given.  You can use one of the school’s instruments as available while yours is away.  

Lanham’s Music Store.  

Bass and Treble Music Store in St Joseph.

2. Clean out your instrument each time you use it.

3. Take pride in your instrument and treat it kindly to keep from having dents and breaks.

4. Buy reeds, sticks, mouthpieces, oils, etc.  BEFORE you need it.  

-You can buy accessories and needs for your instrument at Lanham’s Music Store, Bass and 

Treble Music, and Smith’s Instrument Repair in St. Joseph.  I encourage you to do so as much as possible before school starts so you are well prepared before marching season and again over winter break for the Spring.  

- Chuck from Reiman’s will NOT be coming up each week with supplies.    

Progress Reports

1. Progress reports will be given to all students each quarter.

2. If you need grade update between those time periods, please give the teacher at least a 24 hour notice to complete a grade evaluation.   

Disruptions: 

When Someone Knocks (Enters the Room) 

1. Continue following all procedures as usual. 

2. Keep rehearsing.

3. The Drum Major or Teacher will greet the person and take care of business as needed.    

4. If teacher is occupied with business with visitor, do not interrupt with anything but rehearsal sounds.

5. Keep rehearsing with leader(s) assigned.   

If Phone Should Ring

1. Teacher or Band Secretary only will answer.

2. No student cell phones should ever ring during class.  Please leave them home, in locker, or off during band rehearsal.  

3. SHHS Policies concerning cell phones will be followed.

Emergency Alerts

1. Remain calm.  

2. Keep voices at an mp.

3. Follow posted signs in room.  

4. Close door and turn off lights on the way out if leaving the room.  

MUSIC BOOSTER CLUB

If you would like to support the bands and choirs, 

come on down and see what you can do.

 You will support our student musicians in our school through fundraisers, sewing for them, feeding them, organizing events, helping at the events, 

going to parades and contests, 

cheering them on, and anything else you/we can think of.  

If you are not already involved,

 jump on the bandwagon and have some fun!

Meetings: 4th Tuesday of the month at 6:30pm in the Band Room.

Contact: Mrs. Applegate or any band/choir student for more information.
Calendar

Please take note of these dates, they are important.  A two (2) week notice will be given if any new dates need to be added.  

* Optional events but strongly advised to attend to challenge individual musicianship.
Sept. 24, Wed.

8:25 am

Magazine Sales Meeting
Nov. 1, Sat.

TBA

All-District Band Auditions* 

Nov. 15, Sat.

TBA

All-District Jazz Auditions*

Dec. 17, Wed. 

8:00pm

Winter Concert 

Dec. 6, Sat.

TBA

All-State Band Auditions*

Dec. 11, Fri.



End of 1st Semester

March  17, Tue. 

7:00pm

Pre-Contest Concert
March 28, Sat. 

TBA

District Solo/Ensemble Music Contest @ CHS*
May 5, Tue.

7:00pm

Fine Arts Night Concert

May 17, Sun. 

2:00pm

Graduation

Please sign and return by Friday of the first week of school - August 22, 2008.  

Worth 25 points. 
Parent/Student Agreement

I have read the South Holt High School Band Syllabus.  I agree to uphold all expectations, rules, policies, and requirements stated in this syllabus and the South Holt Student Hand book. 

Student’s Signature_______________________________ Date__________

Parent’s Signature________________________________  Date__________

Teacher’s Signature_______________________________ Date _________
