
Student Name ________________________
   Total points: _____out of _____points = ____________
Each student’s grade in Band class is made up of the following elements:
1. DAILY PARTICIPATION (20% of Grade)
Students earn up to 5 points per daily class by participating and bringing their instruments and their method book/music to class.
2. PRACTICE RECORDS (30% of Grade)
Students earn part of their grade in class by turning in Practice Records. This record indicates how much effort each student is putting into learning to play their instrument at home. Practicing their instrument is the band students’ homework. They are taught skills and concepts in class every day, and must practice those skills and concepts at home in order to make them a permanent part of their abilities. Every week students turn in a Practice Record that must be signed by a parent/guardian. To earn an A, students must practice at least 150 minutes a week. Each Practice Record is worth 150 points.
3. PERFORMANCES (30% OF GRADE) 
The Christmas concert in the 2nd Quarter and the Spring Concert in the 4th Quarter are very important and count towards the students’ grades. We work for several weeks every day in class in order to prepare for those concerts. A concert might be worth as much as 30-50 points. 
4. PLAYING TESTS (20 % OF GRADE)
Students take many Playing Tests with the computers in the Band room. They are required to play correct rhythms and correct notes, and will be playing music from their band books for these tests. Students may take each Playing Test over and over again until they achieve the grade that they want. Students will be required to complete a certain number of playing tests each quarter, and unfinished tests will be counted as zeros. Students will be given time during class each week to play their tests.
As you can see, what band students learn in class is important, but the daily practice at home is where band students master their skill.  (Some helpful tips for practicing are below.)  Practice and Performances are major parts of their total grade.  So be in class and learn all you can, but also log practice at home, bring in that log signed by a parent, and show up for concerts.  You’ll do great!  It’s long journey toward being an awesome accomplished musician, but we can do it together.  

